


We’ve  had the  opportunity to brie f Secre ta ry Kelly and his  s ta ff on our trade  
e fforts . It’s  clea r to me  tha t he  is  going to be  a  big supporter of what we’re  doing 
here  with the  COAC and what w’re  doing in partnership with the  trade  
community.

We’ve  a lso had productive , initia l engagement with the  White  House  team, 
including the  new Nationa l Trade  Council led by Director Pe te r Navarro. We look 
forward to working with the  new Secre ta ry of Commerce  confirmed this  week, 
Wilbur Ross , and his  team as  well. 

Throughout this  trans ition, CBP has  s tayed focused on our ongoing priorities, 
including working close ly with the  COAC and the  broader trade  community.  
We’re  going to be  working not jus t on trade  enforcement, but we  will continue  to 
coordina te  with you on facilita ting legitimate  trade  and press ing forward on our 
shared priorities, such as  automation and comple tion of the  implementa tion of 
ACE. So we  anticipa te  working with you, and with the  new adminis tra tion on a  
wide  range  of trade  issues  touching on a ll aspects of trade , and tha t includes  
enforcement as  well as  facilita tion.

Also this  week, we’re  recognizing the  anniversary of the  Trade  Facilita tion and 
Trade  Enforcement Act of 2015. In fact, las t Friday marked the  law’s  firs t full 
year. Implementing the  provis ions  of the  TFTEA, which we  do pronounce  as  a  
word, not jus t an acronym – tha t’s  a  Washington tradition – remains  a  top priority 
for CBP. And our Office  of Trade , under the  leadership of Executive  Ass is tant 
Commiss ioner Brenda  Smith, rea lly has  made  grea t s trides. Her team, a long with 
our Office  of Fie ld Opera tions, has  s trengthened our trade  enforcement pos ture  in 
response  to the  authorities  we  were  granted under the  Act. 

TFTEA directly enhanced the  enforcement of antidumping and counte rva iling duty 
laws  to ensure  a  leve l playing fie ld for U.S . companies . We’ve  made  progress  in 
implementing the  Enforce  and Protect Act under TFTEA, which provided authority 
for CBP to inves tiga te  a llega tions  of dumping or counte rva iling duty evas ion.  And 
las t October, CBP launched our firs t EAPA inves tiga tion focused on the  
transshipment of ce rta in wire  hangers  from China  through Tha iland – a lleged 
evas ions  of the  antidumping duty order on s tee l wire  hangers  from China . We 
expect to have  a  fina l de te rmina tion la te r this  year. 
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On December 1st, 2016, CBP implemented e lectronic filing for EAPA a llega tions  
through its  revised online  e -Allega tions  web porta l. So, in addition to AD/CVD, 
CBP continues  to enhance  our enforcement of laws  protecting inte llectua l property 
rights  and, as  s trengthened under TFTEA, the  prohibition on the  importa tion of 
goods  made  with forced labor.

CBP’s  Trade  Enforcement Task Force  works  close ly with partner government 
agencies , including principa lly ICE and the  Homeland Security Inves tiga tions  
team, to focus  on de tecting and dis rupting high-profile  and emerging trade  evas ion 
schemes  as  well as  combatting imported goods  derived from forced labor.

We continue  to make  new changes  and improvements  to our processes  and we  
want to s trengthen and s treamline  our collabora tion with partner government 
agencies . And I look forward to hearing a le opening comments  on 
ICE’s  la tes t e fforts  in this  a rea.

As  noted earlie r, our work continues  on the  Automated Commercia l Environment, 
or ACE, which is  a lso known as the  U.S . “Single  Window.” CBP has  comple ted 
s ix of seven primary deployments  es tablished to achieve  core  trade  process ing in 
ACE. One  hundred percent of import manifes t, ca rgo re lease  reporting, and export 
process ing functiona lity has  been deployed. 

In addition, more  than 85 percent of pos t re lease  capabilities  a re  now ava ilable  in 
ACE, including certa in e lectronic entry summaries  and protes t capabilities . None  
of tha t would have  happened without the  work of this  COAC, its  predecessor, the  
subcommittees , and the  number of leaders  here  in this  room. I think we  should 
continue  to acknowledge  tha t. It has  been an incredible  partnership.   

In te rms  of work on remaining core  trade  processes  and capabilities , one  primary 
deployment remains  – and tha t’s  the  deployment of pos t re lease  capabilities . 
Based on s takeholder feedback and the  complexity of the  tes ting involved, we  
pos tponed the  January 14 deployment of pos t re lease  capabilities, as  you know. 
But we  a re  aggress ive ly continuing the  integra tion and tes ting needed for this  
deployment. And we  a re  committed to ensuring a  smooth trans ition of the  
remaining pos t re lease  capabilities  in complex a rea – liquida tion, drawback, 
reconcilia tion, duty defe rra l, collections , s ta tements , and the  Automated Sure ty 
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Inte rface . So there  a re  a  number of things  le ft to de liver on, but we’re  committed to 
doing so.

We will publish the  rescheduled deployment da te  as  a Federa l Regis te r Notice  a t 
leas t 30 days  in advance  of the  actua l deployment and mandatory trans ition. And 
we’re  going to make  sure  tha t we’re  ready before  we  do tha t. 

At the  same time , while  we  work to comple te  the  fina l deployment of core  
process ing capabilities  in ACE, we  continue  to prioritize  “pos t-core” deve lopment 
initia tives . These  priorities  include—truck re factoring, drawback s implifica tion 
pursuant to TFTEA, and Court of Inte rna tiona l Trade  requirements . 

We will de te rmine  additiona l pos t-core  priority through future  collabora tion with 
CBP s takeholders , our PGAs, and, of course , COAC and members  of the  trade  
community. So we  a re  going to seek your collabora tion. You – our trade  partners  – 
can he lp us  by quantifying and a rticula ting the  trade  benefit of des ired CBP trade  
program enhancement initia tives , including those  requiring automation, especia lly 
those  tha t require  partnership with our PGAs. 

So we  have  a  busy schedule  today – one  tha t I think re flects  a  lot of grea t progress  
tha t we’ve  made  thus  fa r. And I expect tha t we’ll continue  to make  this  progress  
toge ther. 

We’ve  been ta lking about opportunities  with the  new adminis tra tion’s  trade  team 
coming on-board  We’re  looking a t the ir priority initia tives , and making sure  tha t 
our COAC work a ligns  with tha t. I look forward to working with the  co-cha irs  and 
team in the  coming COACs to ensure  tha t we’re  fully a ligned and we  can make  the  
bes t progress  toge ther and provide  the  bes t advice . So I look forward to tha t 
partnership.

One  item tha t I would like  to note  as  I wrap up my remarks is  tha t the 2017 West 
Coas t Trade  Sympos ium will be  on May 24th-25th in Scottsda le , Arizona . I’m 
looking forward to joining folks  aga in out West – not a ll the  way out wes t, but 
close! I think it will be  a  grea t opportunity to ge t toge ther and check how we a re  
doing on our progress  and make  sure  we’re  a ligned and moving forward toge ther. 
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team will come out with more  de ta ils  very soon. I want to thank 
everybody for be ing here  today and I’m gra te ful for the  continued hard work of 
this  COAC team. And with tha t, I’d like  to turn it over to from ICE. 

###
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